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On ihe Corruption of Human Nature, 
and the Necessity of a Redeemer. 

Bexieve it, Christians, that what 
Iam going to say to you upon these 
heads, is worthy of your most se- 
rious attention, ‘They are truths 
on Which our salvation depends, 
and therefore [ would press them 
upon your hearts with all imagina- 
ble plainness, as well as carnest- 
ness. 

Let us first consider the great 
corruption of our nature, the know- 
ledge of which is the foundation of 
all true religion. Jesus Christ, 
(saith Isaiah) when he cometh, 
will preach glad tydings—but to 
whom? Why to the meek, for sych 
only would be disposed to receive 
his message: He would bind up the 
broken hearted, for such only 
would be glad of help: He would 
proclaim liberty to the captives, for 





» such only as are sensible of the 


bondage of sin, will be glad to be 
set at liberty. It was such as these, 
that our Lord invited, when he said, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, with the bur- 
den of your sins, and I will give 
you rest. 

Our first parents were most cer- 
tainly created innocent and upright. 
able and disposed to obey any com- 
mand, that God should think good 





‘day running into the same miscar- 


to give them. We are very sure it 
is not so with us now. Every one 
for himself knows, that matters are 
wretchedly amiss with us, until by 
the grace of. God our nature is 
changed for the better. Whoever 
will be at the pains to loek into his 
own heart, will find this corruption 
of nature discovering itself upon all 
occasions. We want knowledge, 
and grace, and help from God, yet 
we ask them but seldom and with 
indifference. We live upon his 
bounty and blessing, and yet we 
can hardly find in our hearts to be 
thankful. In one word, we hear 
what he has threatened without fear, 
and see his judgments upon others, 
without so much as thinking how 
soon they may visit us. 


These are desperate disorders, 
whatever people think of them, But 
these are not all the proofs of a cor- 
rupt nature. We are forced to 
struggle hard with ourselyes to do 
what we know to be not only our 
duty, but our interest. We are apt 
to have a much greater concern for 
our bodies than for our souls; for 
this life. than for that which is to 
come; for earth than for heaven. If 
our reason does sometimes get the 
better of our corrupt affections, 
and we resolve to do what we be- 
lieve will please God, yet how soon 
do we forget our good resolutions! 
One day condemning ourselves for 
having done amiss; and the next 
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riages, and falling into the sins of 
which we have so lately repented. 

If we look into the world, we see 
nothing but sin and disorder. We 
Bee too. many who live without God 
in the world, committing all ini- 
quity with greediness, with whom 
no reason, no arguments will pre- 

vail, to hinder them from ruining 
themselves to all eternity. Even 
among those who pretend to live in 
the fear of God, how many do we 
see upon whom his laws have little 
or no influence. How many are 
there who make a mock of sin, 
though they know that it must be 
inost displeasing to God, and make 
a jest of damnation, which ought to 
make the stoutest heart to tremble! 
How many who are not content to 
be wicked themselves, but take 
pains to corrupt others. All these 
pretend to reason, and indeed God 
has given them reason. But lusts 
and passion will corrupt and blind 
our reason. What then would be- 
come of the wisest of men, if God 
did not help us by His Spirit and by 
His Grace. 

When we look into the world, 
and sce the generality of people, 
without any concern and fear for 
themselves, one cannot but conclude 
surely they do not know the danger 
they arein. This is indeed the root 
of all our misery. We are in the 
way of ruin, and do not consider. 
We are afraid seriously to consider, 
Jest it should make us uneasy, and 
we are not so uneasy as we should 
be. For who ought to be easy who 
knows the danger to which his cor- 
rupt nature exposes him? For as 


such, he is under the displeasure of 
help and! 


God, and without God’s 
grace he mustever continueso. For 
no man can mend a corrupt nature, 
by a reason and will that are both) 
corrupt, 








any man, until his nature be mend. 
ed. Until then he is an enemy to 
God, and under the government of 
Satan. ‘This we learn from the 
comtnission which the Apostles had 
from Christ himself—«To preach 
the gospel to the heathens in order 
to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto 
God.” What the power of Satan is, 
we learn from many instances in 
scripture, and we see with our own 
eyes the sad effects of his power, 
upon those who are under his go. 
vernment, and who are led captive 
by him at his will. 

These then are the evils to which, 
as fallen creatures, we are every 
soul of us subject. A corrupt hear 
—the malice and power of wicked 
spirits—a proneness to evil conii- 
nually—the temptations of an evil 
world and a weakness of nature 
which cannot withstand them—; 
certain prospect of death—the fears 
of a judgment to come—the conti. 
nual dread of the sentence then t 
be passed upon sinners, and the as 
surance that we cannot pussibly de. 
liver ourselves out of this sad con 
dition. 

These dangers I have set befor 
you, not to drive you to despair, but 
to awaken you to a just sense of the 
unhappy state we are in by nature, 
and to bring you to a proper sens¢ 
of your need ofa Redeemer. With: 
out this knowledge of our corrupti- 
on by nature and. consequent blind 


Redecmer. 


forfeited al] the favours which God 
designed us atthe creation. We lost 
the Holy Spirit by which our souls 
were united to God, and by whicl 





we had power to know and to de 
| whatever God should require of us 


Now God can take no pleasure in} Having lost the Spirit, our reasope 


ness and helplessness, we cannot} 
feel the necessity and blessing of af 


As fallen creatures, we must have 









u(l 


became insufficient to guide us, our 


will and our affections became un- 
governable, so that of course we be- 
came subject to all manner of wick- 
edness. We had nothing to expect 
put the punishment due to our of- 
fences, and are utterly unable, by 
any thing we can do, to help our- 
selves out of this sad condition. 
Now does not this shew us the 


) absolute necessity of a Redeemer— 


of one who could make satisfaction 


© for our-offences to the Divine jus- 


tice—of one who could plead with 
Gzod for his lost creatures—who 


‘could prevail with him to forgive 
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us, and to receive us again into his 


favours When we are brought to 


» an humbling sense of our guilt, and 
) wretchedness, and helplessness, and 
) ignorance, shall we not perceive the 


necessity of some one who can iIn- 
form us upon what terms God will 
forgive us? Who can shew us the 
way and means of salvation, who 
can give us that Holy Spirit which 
we had Jost to help us to regain our 
former happy state? Shall we not 
then perceive our need of one, who 
can help us to subdue all our ene- 
mies, spiritual and temporal, who 
can teach us how we ought to live 
so as to please God, and who shall 
be able to deliver us from the wrath 
to come? 

Now all this our ever blessed Re- 
deemer, our Lord Jesus Christ, has 
done for us. He has given us the 
greatest assurance that for his sake, 
God will be reconciled to uss; that 
he will accept of our repentance 
When we have done amiss; that he 
Will treat us as he would have trea- 
ted our first parents, had they not 
grievously offinded, if we will be 
governed by him; that he will give 
us his Holy Spirit to sanctify and 
mend our corrupt nature, and that 
he hath prevailed with God to make 
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this short life of trial we will do our 
best to fit ourselves for that happy 
state—and moreover he has assured 
us, that every one, who shall be born 
may have an interest in this bless- 


ing, may obtain this salvation, and 


none will lose it, except those whe 


lose it by their own fauit. 

God knew that our reason, cor- 
rupted by our passions, was not 
able to lead us in the way we should 
go; for asthe Spirit of God assures 
us, and we find it by sad experience, 
thereis a way which seemeth right 
unto aman, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death. God has given us 
safe and infallible rules to walk by 
to lead us to heaven and happiness. 
He knew how apt we are to go a- 
stray: He has therefore promised, 
for our Redeemer’s sake, to accept 
of our repentance. He knew the 
weakness of our nature, and the dif- 
ficulties and enemies we had to strug- 
gle with; he therefore offers us the 
assistance of his Almighty Spirit. 

The greatest sinner may be sure 
of pardon, if it be not purely his 
own faulf: the weakest christian 
may depend upon all the assistance 
that he can possibly want; the mean- 
est servant of Christ may be assur- 
ed, that he will not be overlooked; 
and every christian has a sure pro- 
mise that his labour shall not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

But O, do not imagine, that in 
return for all God’s love, and for 
all that he hath done for us, he ex- 
pects no other fruits of his Son’s 
labours and sufferings, besides our 
bare professions of gratitude. Woe 
be to that man who acts as if he 
thinks so! 

We do indeed, in our daily devo- 
tions, give God thanks. for his in- 
estimable love in the redemption of 
the world, by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But what will this signify, if in our 





NS everlastingly happy, if during 








‘works we deny him; if in cur lives 
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we are no better than heathens; not 
knowing or not valuing the blessing 
of a Redeemer? God expects, and 
has a right to demand from us, that 
we should act like reasonable crea- 
tures; like people who know that 
they are here upon trial; and this 
too for eternity—as people who may 
be happy if it be not their own fault, 
and who will be miserable beyond 
redemption, if they accept not of, or 
refuse to comply with the terms up- 
on Which salvation is now offered to 
them. 

God expects therefore, that we 
should glorify him in our lives; that 
we should convince the world, that 
we do really. believe what we pro- 
fess to believe, by working out our 
salvation with fear—with a concern 
answerable to what we hope for, 
and what we fear. He expects, and 
requires, that we should resolve 
‘We will not sing knowing that we 
are accounted thine;” that we should 
not debase ourselves, by becoming 
the servants of Satan, from whose 
dominion we have been redeemed by 
the precious blood of his dear Son; 
but show our gratitude by fruits 
worthy cf so great a mercy, and 
also that we love one another. 

And Q, reflect seriously, reflect 
upon the sad condition of those who 
despise or neglect this mercy of God. 
It is the Spirit of God who hath de- 
clared, that «there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved, but only 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Whoever therefore does not lay held 
of this means of salvation, must 
perish everlastingly. Little do wick- 
ed men and unbelievers think that it 
is Satan the God of this world, who 
is perpetually suggesting to them 
such things, as weaken and destroy 
their faith, such pleasures as blind 
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And yet it is certainly true, Satan 
hath so blinded their eyes that they 
cannot see the consequences of abus. 
ing the mercy of God, nor the sad 
condition of being given over toa 
reprobate mind. And what condition 
can be more dreadful than that of a 
man subject to the justice of God 
without any interest in his mercy? 
Great kindnesses, or great judg. 
ments, are the usual methods by 
which God reduces his poor deluded 
offended creatures. In which of 
these methods would you wish Hin 
to deal with you? If his mercies 
and living kindness, will not pre. 
vail with you, then He can only re. 
claim you from the ways of sin, by 
severe judgements. But this is noi 
what God delights in; He would 
have his goodness, and that only 
lead you to repentance. 

Few people indeed can be easy 
Without something, which they call 
religion. But remember that no 
religion will be of use to us, which 
does not mend our corrupt nature, 
and by doing so restore us to the 
favour of God; which does not 
bring us to love Him for his good. 
‘ness, to lead a christian life, and to 
glorify Him, by an humble depen. 
dence on his providence and sub- 
mission to his will, and by doing 
good in our generation. 

Beware of a delusion, by which 
too many are in danger of being 
ruined, by fancying that the cor 
ruption of their nature will be some 
excuse for their anchristian lives 
God requires of us certain duties; 
He offers us all necessary assistance, 
and to reward us, according to our 
sincere endeavours to obey Him. 
To say alter this, we are ail sinners 
and who can help it? without re- 











their understandings, such ways of 
living as lead them directly to hell. 
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Allow me, before I conclude, to 
apprise you of two ways, by which 
satan Will attempt to divert you, 
from making a profitable use of 
such doctrines as these. Sometimes 
he will tempt christians to despair, 
and out of a sense of their corrup- 
tion, to crv oul, O wretched creature 
that Lam, who shull dehver me from 
the sin that besets me? At other 
times. he tempts thei to believe, 
that since Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, it is a very 
easy thing to be saved. Both are 
dangerous delusions. 

Jesus did indeed come into the 
world to save sinners; but sinners 
of what description? Why those 
who forsake their sins, and purpose 
to live holy lives for the time to 
come. As for such as depend upon 
a bare outward performance of the 
duties of christianity, who comfort 
themselves with being abletosay, We 
have eaten and drank at thy table, 
and we are called by thy name; our 
Lord himself has declared what 
judgment he will pass upon them— 
Depart from me, I know you not. 

As for such sinners as are truly 
afraid for themselves; who sincere- 
ly lament the corruption of their 
nature, and outof an earnest desire 
to please God, cry out—Who shall 
deliver me from this body of death? 
Let all such remember what follows, 
f thank God through Jesus Christ, 
that is, forhis sake, God will de- 
liver me from the evil effects of the 
corruption of my nature from the 
power of the devil, and from eter- 
nal death. But may every sinner be 
confident that God will pardon those 
who have so many ways offended 
Him? Take an answer from the 
Son of God, Himself, Verdy all 
sins shall be forgiven unto the sons 
of men. He will not reject one who 
cries to him for help. Let us then, 
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thoughts, comfort ourselves with 
the argument of the Apostle—«lf 
when we were sinners, and enemics 
to God, we were reconciled unto 
Him, by the death of his Son; much 
more being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by Him; for He liveth to 
inake intercession for us.” 

BisHor WIson. 


Emly, 

At first Emily set about becoming 
a christian, with the same expecta- 
tion of success, as she would have 
applicd herself to a lauguage or a 
science. She saw that she had it 
all to learn, and she thought there 
was nothing to be done but to learn 
it, She soun however begun to ex- 
perience some of the difticultics, 
which will be encountered by ati 
who are in earnest. She was sin- 
cerely asking «What must I do, to 
inherit eternal lifer’? But she yet 
‘found herself unwilling fo make 
that entire surrender of the heart to 
God, which he requires, and with- 
out which religion is but an irk- 
some bondage. She complained of 
a serious reluctance and disinclina. 
tion to serious thought and engage- 
ments, and of a disproportionate 
interest in her own pursuits and 
pleasures. 

‘Yo these complaints her friend 
listened with sympathy, and admi- 
nistered such encouragements, as 
were calculated not indeed to make 
her easy and satisfied, with her 
present attainments, but to stimu- 
Hate her to perseverance and dili- 
gence. She explained to her that 
these or similar obstacles ever op- 
pose the entrance of real retigion to 
the human heart, that all are na- 
turally indisposed to embrace it; 
but that those who feel and lament 
ikis indisposition, have every Cite 





even under the most desponding 


couragement to expect assisiance. 
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«Strength, said she ‘is promi- 
sed to those, and to those only, who 
are sensible of weakness; who ac- 
knowledging, with deep humility 
and poverty of spirit, their impo- 
tence, are willing to receive help of 
God, ‘That change of heart, which 
consists in new dispositions and af- 
fections, new pursuits and pleasures, 
new apprehensions of things unseen, 
and without which heaven could not 
be happiness, is,” she said ‘the 
immediate operation of the Spirit of 
God. Itisthat, for which of our- 


selves, we are absolutely insuflici-| 


ent. We wust not however, ¢con-| 
tinued Miss W. «expect this assis- 
tance, unless we earnestly and con- 
stantiy seck it. sk and ye shall 
receive; this is the invariable con- 
dition. And Emily, we must watch 
as well as pray, and diligently use 
every means, Which God has ap- 
pointed for the promotion of religion 
in the soul, never relaxing from 
that strict system of mental discip- 
line, in which christian self-denial 
chicily consists. Itis to those who 
do the will of God, that the promise 
is offered.” 

..-Emily’s friends witnessed with 
great pleasure, the hopeful, though 
gradual change. that appeared to be 
taking place in her mind.—Without 
sincerity she saw that religion is 


but a name, and without earnestness| | 





a shadow. 
As scon as she began to read the! 


happiness. When she compared 
the state of mind, which the Scrip. 
tures call «Mectness for Heaven,” 
with the vanity and earthliness of 
her present taste and pleasures, and 
reflected upon the distaste she felt to 
those, that are wholly spiritual, she 
began to understand, what ts meant 
by «the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost,” and to feel the necessity of 
it, although as yet her ideas of the 
way, in Which this change must be 
produced, were indistinct and un. 
certain. 








On the Duty of caring for the Souls 
of Relatives. 

Wien you feel that the salvation 
of the soul is *sthe one thing need- 
ful,”? can you look around and feel 
no concern for the souls of those 
who ought to be as dear to you as 
your own soul? Can you on the 
one hand love God above all, and on 
the other love your brother as your- 
self, and yet see that God, and they, 
are awfully at variance, without long- 
ing to reconcile them to God? Where 
the flame of charity really dwells, 
its first and most intense heat will 
be felt by those who are nearest to 
us. Whenever we see a professor 
of religion, indifferent to the salva- 
tion of his relatives, our hearts ex- 
yress their suspicion in the language 
ofan Apostle—«How dwelleth the 
love of God in him?’ Is it possi- 


. ve ° F aA P vhyeioth - ¢ 
Bible with attention, and praye .,| ble, for areal christian to look at 


she perceived that she had never be. a husband, awile, a brother, a sis- 


fore read it to any good purpose,, ter, a parent or child, in a state of 
She began now to feel, that one alicnation from God, and not yearn 
thing is needful,” and that the grand | to impart to them this present bliss, 
business of life, and that to which  S*y'ng “Be ye as L am, for I was, 
all others must be secondary, is to! #5 Y© are. 


prepare for the life to come. Ofthe} It is Gad’s design in placing us so 


necessity and nature of this pre-}near the unconverted, that we should 
paration, she became increasingly be the means of their conyersion.— 
conscious the more she thought of} He designs to make one of his peo- 
God, and of the nature of heavenly (ole, when renewed, the instrament 
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of his mercy in awakening and con-|which you ought to bear to them, 
yerting others. And to whom have|who are thus united to you. Nor 
you such opportunities of being use-|yet suffer the authority which you 
ful, as to those with whom you are jought to maintain In your own house, 
intimate, to whom you enjoy free|to be trampled under foot. You can- 
access, and with whose views and jnot be useful by displaying a mere 
dispositions you are acquainted.— |negative character which will render 
Delightful hope! To save the wife | you contemptible. Parents! remem- 
of thy bosom! ‘To rescue from perdi-|ber that your children inherit from 
tion thy husband! ‘To beget to eter-| you a depraved nature, and that 
nal life the fruit of thine own body! | you yourselves were sometimes fool- 
How can we resist the influence of ajish, disobedient, deceived; there- 
hope so divine! The nearer a per-|fore be not bitter against your un- 
son lies to our heart, the greater converted children. At the same 
must be our grief to sce him ajtime, recollect that God says, «+f 
child of wrath; and the higher a Abraham, for he will com- 
delight to behold him reconciled to;mand his children, and his house- 
our religion, and our God. For hold after him, to keep the w ay of 
want of the additional bond of grace,|the Lord.” But to leave children 
how often the cords of nature jar.!to their own will, is it to encrease 
so that we feel our hearis more in|their natural indisposition to the 
unison with a stranger who is “par-| Redeemer’s yoke. 
taker of the like precious faith.’?) 2d. ‘The prudent and diligent use 
Let the glory of God, in Christ, of every means of instruction, is 
appear to vou in its tree light; let|/necessary to bring our relatives to 
itsink down upon your hearts with) the knowledge of God. In the mas- 
all its own Weight, and tie conver- ter of a family, there is no duty 
sion of your relativgs will be the} more incumbent, no means of use- 
object of your constant care. fulness more effectual, than con- 
By what means you should aim’ stant family worship—render it plea- 
at the conversion of your relatives—jsant, instructive and impressive.— 
st, Seek to be filled with holy, ar-|Let not company hinder its per- 
dent love for their souls. Nothing|formance. Where the husband has 
can be done unless the heart be first: been averse, the wife has sometimes 
duly affected. Then your é affections,|taken the children into her own 
always cloquent and ingenious, willjroom, and prayed with them. To 
suggest a thousand convincing ar- such we may apply the words of the 
cuments, and invent a thousa nd win-! Redcemer, “She hath done what 
nine devices. Your Jove will i could.” A christian may with 
dure all the opposition which they|szccess, as well as propriety, avow 
Will make, and nothing will dis- his conviction of the guilt and 
learten you. By shewing that your/danger of the state of a relative.— 
desire for their welfare . sincere! When a pious woman was once ask- 
and unquenchable, yon will steal in-! ed. in the presence of her wicked 
to their breasts in spite of them-jlusband, how she could so patient- 
Ives. Ye husbands who mourn'ly endure ali his provocations? She 
over your unconverted wives, re-\replied, «Lf consider that my fius- 
member, that in you tenderness and band has nothing but misery before 
firmness should be united, Let not him in the next world, and there- 
Prevecations extinguish the Jove! fore [ wish to make him as happy as 
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Tcan in this.’ The husband was 
o struck, that he replied, ‘sand do 
you think I must be miserable in 
the next world? Then, my dear, 
by the help of God, I will seek to 
flee from the wrath to come.” Col. 
Gardiner was first impressed by a 
book, which his pions mother pack- 
ed up with his baggage, when he 
went abroad—a vook Ieft open, at 
a certain page, for a relative may 
strike effectually. To make a present 
ora loan of a book may do the same. 
But remember that God hath ordain- 
ed the preaching of the cross for sal- 
vation, and exert all your influence 


to bring vour unconverted relations) | _ ‘ 
5 |Upon the Right Knowledge of the 














under the ministry of the gospel. 
Sd. Frequent prayer must crown 


: a4 , | 
ail your efforts; forin vain all your, 


exertions without a divine blessing 
None but God cau 
natural or spiritnal. 


you may do good to others, in spite, rest depend. 
of themselves. When all vour kind. | we know nothing 


est efforts have been rejected by 
these, or when you have employed 
them all to the utmost, retire to your 
closets and there pour out your soul 
to God for them. Praver moves 








Upou the Right Knowledge of the Lord God. 


vine and holy love is shed abroad jy 
your heart; if you would avoid be. 
ing corrupted by carnal relatives; 
if you would concar with the merej- 
ful design of God, in connectin, 

you with the unconverted; if you 
would imitate the example of Christ 
and his apostles; if you would share 
in the delights of angels in rejoicing 
over the returning sinner; if you 
would glorify your God and Saviour, 
be it your study to win your rela. 
tives to the grace of Christ here, 
that you may be with them in glory 
for ever. 


we 





Lord God. 
The first and chief point in our 


.| religions enquiries, is to discover 
give life, either What God is. 
By prayer, ‘mental article upon Which all the 


This is the funda. 
We cannot love what 
of, If there be 
very dark and confused ideas of 
Him in the understanding, there 
cannot be much truc love of Him in 
the heart. He has not ieft us at 


‘liberty to think what we please 


the hand which hold all hearts, and; about his essence and his personality 


turns them as the river of waters. 
Finally. Let your zeal be tem- 


because he has revealed what we 
are to believe about both. We are 


pered with prudence, as well as; not left to reasoning about the being 


kindled by love. Let us rather de- 
plore our guilt in neglecting it as we 
have done, so that one and another 
might have said «no man careth for 
my soul.” We who would agonize 
to: see them in pain or sickness, who 
would have gone thro’ fire and wa- 
ter to procure a physician to heat 


their bodies, when on the verge of 


the grave. how have we suffered 
theit immortal souls, which are 


infinitely more precious, to languish 
under the dominion of sin, and in 
danger of everlasting wrath! Lord, 
tay not this sin, to our charge! 

‘But if yon would prove that di- 


H 





of God, from the light of nature, 
or from philosophy or metaphysics; 
but the Scripture has fixed our 
creed, and we must abide by it. 
He that cometh to God must believe 
that He is. How are we tocome te 
the knowledge of Him? Shall Scrip- 
ture or reason decide? **Canst thou 
by searching, find out God? Canst 
thou find out the Almighty to per: 
fection? No. It is as high as Heaven, 
What canst ‘thou do? Deeper than 
hell, 
Job.) The reason of this is assign- 
ed in Mat. 27. 
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What canst thou know?” (9§ 


‘No man knowethP 
the Son but the Father; neither? 
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Upon the Right Know! 


knoweth any man the Father, sav: 
the son, and he to whomsoever the 
son will reveal Him.’’ Again, 1. 
Cor. 1. 21. «The world by wisdom 
knew not God”? The world by 
such wisdom, as it could attain, 
was not able to discover the true 
God. 


Did reason ever find out God, 
and did any reasoners ever find out 
the Almighty to perfection? Who 
were the men? When and where 
did they live? Inthe refined and 
enlightened ages of Greece? Did 
the learned Romans find out God? 
No, not one of thems Their reason 
was not equal to the task. Cicero 
has left us a curious treatise upon 
the nature of the Gods, in which 
he has demonstrated that the world 
hy wisdom knew not God. In this 
volume there is not a conjecture or 
hint about the nature of God. Did 
any man ever make a better use of 
his reasoning faculties than Tully: 
And yet with all his searching he 
could not find out God. Reason in- 
deed boasts great things, and pre- 
tends, by the help of metaphysics, 
to discover the secrets of the spiri- 
tual world; but these are vain 
boastings. How weak and ground- 
less then are the boastings of our 
modern unbelievers, who pretend to 
discover what God is by the mere 
dint of reason? Do they know more 
of God, than the philosophers did: 
No. They have greater helps, but 
by rejecting them, their pride is 
greater, and their ignorance ap- 
pears more manifest, for thev have 
left revelation, and have invented to 
themselves, as emply an idol as any 
heathen philosopher ever worshipped. 
They rejected the God, bead of 


Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, and | 


have imagined to themselves a God 
existing in one person, infinitely ex- 
fended, filling iufinite space. And 
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| his idol, this nothing in the world, 


ias become the fashionable divinity 
of our times, But its worshippers 
are all traitors. Every act of 
worship paid to this idol, is high 
treason; for by such act men with- 
draw their allegiance from the true 
God, and pay it to what has no 
more divinity than stocks and 
stones, 

Is it so then that there can be no 
worship or love of God, unless it 
be paid to the true God? Have I 
then the right object of worship for 
my God? How was [I brought to 
the knowledge of Him? Did I find 
Him out by the light of reason? 
And did metaphysics help me to find 
Him out to perfection? If I have 
taken this method, I have been de- 
ceiving myself, for the world by its 
reason, never found out God. Or 
was I brought to the knowledge of 
Him in this way—was I convinced 
of sin, and humbled under the sense 
of it, and did I then find myself 
fallen from God and alienated from 
the life of God, so that I had no 
means of discovering his nature 
and perfections, but as revealed by 
his word and by his Spirit? Did I 
read the word, and pray for the 
Holy Spirit to open and to explain 
it, that I might come to the know- 
ledge of the only true God, and of 
Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent? 
And am 1 still in this humble, 
teachable frame of mind, reading 
the word, and praying for the teach- 
ings of the Spirit of God? If this 
be your case, happy are you—God 
‘has promised, and his word cannot 
ibe broken. He will teach you the 
‘knowledge of Himself, “and will 
| manifest to you his essence and per- 

sonality. 

The wisest men upon earth can- 
‘not describe in what manner any 
imaterial object exists; for the atoms 
lof which bodies are composed fall 











{ 








































989 Ou the Collect for Peace. 


not under the observation of our 
senses. An: since we know not the 
mmanner of the existence of the ma- 
terial bodies, with which ourselves 
are conversant, how absurd would 
it be for any man, to pretend to 
kuow the manner of the existence 
of a Spiritual Being? Uow pre- 
ere yus then is it for any man to 
uicertake to describe how Jehovah 
exists. and rashly to affirm that He 
exists. in a manner which exciudes 
ali p rsonatify, while this very man 
does not know the manner of the 
existence of any one thing, in the 
world! And vet every little philoso- 
pier, who has but just learned to 
reason upon the objects, which are 
Wtuin his reach, pretends to reason 
about the nature and attributes of| 
God, and one of them, more proud 
and ignorant than the rest, thought 


he could prove a priort that Jehovah! pop the 


exists in one person. although Je- 
hovah himself declares He does 
note 


We have no ideas but from our 
senses, and there is no object within 
the reach of our senses, which exists 
by anecessity of nature. There,is 
but one Jehovah, and He exists in 
a manner, of which no other thing 
can give us a perfect idea, and 
therefore we can have no reason to 
reject the account which God has 
given us of the manner of his exis 
fences but if we act consistently, we 
must receive and abide by the re 
vealed account which teaches us that 
Jehovah is the self-existent essence, 
and that this essence is one, but that 
the Alichim, the persons in Jelio- 
vah, are three. There was no doubt 
inthe first ages about the person- 
ality; the Scripture guards most the 
unity of the essence, and while if 
affirms the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, to be of the same self-existent 
essence, it at the same time teaches 

















‘quietude profit 


jis that these three are but one—one 


in essence, but three in person. 
RoMAINE, 


On the Collect for Peace.—Rogers, 


“QO God who art the Author of Peace and lover of 
Concord.” 


Se shall not be wrong in our cal. 
culations, when we reckon peace, 
as the chief of our earthly blessings, 
If strangers to this, what would the 
blessings of Providence avail us? 
Riches would bea heavy load—fami.- 
iv connexions, an increase of misery, 





health, a calamity, and life itself a 


burden, 
Bat when this blessing prevails 


‘among the nations of the world, we 


are not to ascribe the effect to the 
wisdom of human counsels, but to 
the provident care and goodness of 
God. We must look beyond men 
efficient cause. It is God 
that maketh wars to cease unto the 
ends of the earth. When he says 
to contending nations, «Peace be 
still.’ the rage and fury of mens 
passions are restrained, and the 
storm is hushed into a calm, 

Where harmony and good order 
prevailin the Ciurch, we are net to 
attribute it to any meritin man. It 
is God that maketh peace in her 
borders. So likewise in particular 
families, in which peace hath al- 
most an uninterrupted reign, the 
Holy Scriptures refer us to the true 
cause of this felicity, «It is God 
that maketh men to be of one mind 
inahouse.” “He is the author of 
peace and lover of concord.” 


But God is not the author only of 
temporal peace and tranquility: he 
has a steady and unshaken regard 
ty the spiritual and everiasting hap- 
piness of mankind. He has made 
an ample provision for their inward 
peace. For what would external 
lus, if we have war 
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in our hearts? If headstrong p»s-|the Saints, and of the household of 
sions, ungovernable tempers, the | God. For in order that the benefits 
page of lust, the gnawings of envy.) of this great salvation may be ieally 
or the constant forebodings of di experienced tn the hearts of indi- 
yine Wrath, torment and ‘ei rass us| viduals; the Hely Ghost is pronised 
from day to day: the restless and) that He may give w right and spiri- 
disturbed state of ouv minds. wilil tual direction to all the fecullies of 
be justly represented by the troubled | our minds.” A new heart will I 
sea, Whose waters cast up mire and} cive them, and a new spirit will I 
dirt. ‘hose people, who are at va-| put within them.” By these means 
riance with themselves, and are ob-| we are delivered as well from the 
stinately and habitually exposing | dominion as from the guilt of sin. 
themselves to the daily rebukes and! The exnetty that was in our hearts 


Slashes of their own consciences.| against the goverimentand grace of 


are of all people the most miserable.! Gud is sluing the tyranny of those 
They are constantly preparing rods | inbred enemies, pride, vanity, self: 
for their own backs, and are ascon-| will, envy and = covetousness, is 
stantly made to feel them. And| broken: we begin to feel the happy 
whatever may be their external ap-| effects of the reign of grace, Which 
pearance, whatever airs of gaiety|are peace and quictness forever. 
and mirth they may assume, they} We see the Father, reconciled to us, 
have a something within them that| through the sufferings and interces- 
poisons their boasted enjoyments,| sions of Jesus: we taste that he is 
and tells them they are at enmity gracious, we delight ourselves in 
with themselves and with Gad, What EL: commantus, and abhor that 

But in the covenant of erace., an) which He forbids. In short. we 
adequate remedy is provided for this! come to the enjoyment of that Rene re 
miserable and disordered state of the] of mind, which passeth all under- 
heart. For though we groan under standing, and which the world can 
the tyranny of unbridled appetites,| neither give nor take away. And 
and justly expect to feel the divine| this peace is justly compared to a 


indignation, yet God has graciouse| river, which flows deeper and wider 
ly devised means whereby we may as it approaches the ocean. For the 


obtain reconciliation with Him, and further we advance in the divine 
acquire inward peace. When 1 NO life, and tie greater our attainments 
other sacrifice could atone for the are uM grace. the more solid and Per 
transgressions of mankind, than the’ satel awwill be our consolations. 
ee of the majong ws _— cd Let us endeavour to bear th se 


—_ 








by the eae, “ol 0 Le come to D | this perin at the divine foatatoal, 
thy will, O my God.” At length | «Q God who artt! he author of peace 


When the awful moment aes, and lover of concord.’ 
When he was to ratify the divins|. inne 

covenant, he made peace through | «In knowledge of whom standeth 
the blood of his Cross. Wherefore,| our eternal life, whose service ts per- 
having now reconciled us unto the | fect freedom.” 

Father. by giving himself a ransom! Ona right knowledge of the Al- 
f. r our souls, those who believe in| mighty, as the auilor of peace, and 
Him,” are no more strangers and|lover of concord, depends our ever. 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens Withliasting wellare. It we are igno- 
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rant of his character, as reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ Jesus, 
however extensive and correct our 
knowledge of other subjects may be 
we know not the way of peace. If 
our understanding is not entighten- 
ed and directed by his w ord—it our 
Willis not obedient to his command 


if our affections are net sanctified | 


by the influence of his Spirit. we 
know Him not; though we may have 
heard of Him by the hearing of the 
ear, and may profess to be people 
of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand. We must be disciplined in 





the school of Christ—we must be 
renewed by the Divine Sptrit—we 
must acquaint ourselves with God 
and be at peace. 

If we have acquired this spiritual 
knowledge of God; a seuse of his 





Jove to us, and our interest in Him: 


freedom.” 
slaves to our ungovernable tempers, 
and unbridled appetites; no longer 





be dragged from place to place by 
the cords of vanity; nor governed, 
by the lusts of the flesh, the lust of| 
the cye, and the pride of life; we 
shall be delivered from these hard) 
task masters, and < enjoy the liberty, 
wherewith Christ makes his peo} He | 
free. The hours devoted to religion 
will be our happiest hours: prayer 
and praise will be the unfeigned 
Janguage of our hearts: to hear and 
read the word of God, will be spi-' 
rit and life to our souls: the Sab- | 
bath will be a day of spiritual re- 

freshments; and the sndinnces of the | 
sanctuary will be as walls of salva-| 
tion. 





ene | 


‘6That we, surely trusting in thy de-| 
fence, may not fear the power of, 
any adversaries.” 

When the mind is perpetually 


| never make us ashamed. 





harrassed with fear, there can b: 


no peace, no spiritual enjoyment. lijus shall prosper. 


enfeebles our exertions, it discoura. 
ges our hopes, it damps our expec- 
tations. ‘The only infallible remedy 
for this impediment to our progress 
in the divine life, is a sure trust and 
confidence in God’s protection. All 
other reluge will prove insuflicient, 
every other dependence will disap- 
point us, By leaving the only rock 
of our defence, we shall give our- 
s ives into the power of our enemies 
and become a prey to despondency 
and death, QO then Jet us pray for 
a firm reliance on the divine power, 
Which alone can defend us—tet us 
seck for that faith which is of the 
operation of God. This will give 
effect to our principles, enable us to 
maintain our ground, and preserve 
us from being in bondage all our fife 
through fear. But how ts this tobe 


‘effectually obtained and realized in 
then «His service will be perfect 
We shall no longer be! «Through the might of Jesus Christ 


our exper lence? 


our Lord.” 

As we have no divine wisdom but 
what we received from God, so we 
have no spiritual strength but what 
iwe derive from an union with Christ. 
It is through Him that we obtain 
grace to help us in every time of 
need, Our fears are not hid from 
him, and be is touc hed with a feel- 
ing of our infirmities, Jesus is a 
watchful shepherd who neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps. His eye is always 
upon the sheep of his pasture. O 
that these considerations may lead 
us, unfeignedly to trast in his de- 
fence, and in the power of his might! 
Our fears will then give place to 
that hope and confidence which shall 
We shall 
bid defiance to every enemy and 
possess our souls in patience. For 
whilst his arms are underneath us, 
for our support, and his love and 
faithfulness our shield and buckler, 


“No weapon that is formed against 
99 
¥ 





















Hence we see the grounds and 
reasons of the petitions in the col- 
Ject, «Defend us thy humble ser- 
vants in all the assaults of our ene- 
mies.’ In ourselves we have no 
strength for the battles but onr «Re- | 
deemer is strong, the Lord of Hosts 
is hisname.” Are we m: iking him | 
the foundation of our cor fidence? it 
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does enlighten the darkest, and does 
humble the proudest mind, and bring 
it earnestly to pray for instruction. 
‘Lord what I know not, that teach 
thou me.” 

Let us endeavour to be convinced, 

ist, Of the necessity of being 
itaught of God. 

ond, Of the manner in which God 


we call not upon him with an hum- tex ‘ches his people. 


ble, lowly, penitent and obedient | 
heart, 
avail. 
think no more of that protection | 
which we here solicit, or of that 


sd, Of the proper disposition of 


our petitions wil have no mind which he gives them to enable 
If after our prayers, we, 


them to receive and profit by his 
divine teaching. 
1. Divine teaching consists in 


grace which we request, but deli-|opening the eyes of the understand- 


berate!y expose ourselves to the |i 
tempt tions and assaults of our spi- | 
ritual enemies, we may rest assured: 
that although we offer unto God, 
the service of our lips. we withhold 
from him the affections of 
hearts. 

To know God is life eternal, and 
his service is perfect freedom. Do 
we understand these things? 

RoGERS, 


_— -——- 


The Necessity of Divine Teaching. 

“BLEssep is the man, says the 
Psalmist, (19 Psalm.) whom thou 
teachest out of thy law.” He is 
blessed because he is t: aught of God; | 
taught by him to know his guilt and 
misery, and taught also to know the 
remedy provided for both, And yet 
liow few among us seek this bles- 
sedness? Even among those who 
profess their belief of it, its impor- 
tance is not sufficiently valued. The 
privilege is inestimably ereat, but 
they are too apt to neglect it; while 
others proudly fancy that they can 
teach themselves; they disbelieve 
the reality, or they neglect the im- 
portance of divine teaching. But 
fle that teacheth man knowledge, 
can, and glory be to his rich grace, 
he does convince him of the neces- 
sity of being taught of God. He 


our! Holy 


ing to perceive spiritual and divine 
labjec ts, and to see their value aud 
importance; in disposing the will to 


‘choose them, and the heart to love 


Vhe divine teacher is the 
Spirit. He prepares the mind 
to receive his instruction, and then 
fils it with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual un- 
‘derstanding. The necessity of his 
doing this is founded in the present 
state and circumstances of fallen 
man; for through sin all the facul- 
ties of the soul were lost, and the 
understanding, which is the eye of 


them. 





ithe soul, w as left in the same condi- 
tion as the bodily eyes would be, if 
ithey had no light. Hence the #sal- 
mist declares there is none that un- 
bgenaamasevtie the things of God, and 
‘he represents God as looking down 
from Heaven, to see if there were 
any who did understand and seek 
after God; but he found none, no 
not one. The prophets give us the 
same character, and speak of men 
as if they were all blind, and de- 
scribe the Messiah to be the Sun of 
Righteousness—the light who was 
to arise to lighten the Gentiles, (see 
43 Isaiah 7, 49 Isaiah 6.) Did the 
Lord fulfil these prophecies? He is 
daily fulfilling them in the Gentile 
iworld, by opening the blind eyes of 









































Se PEE Se Seer = 


~ 
a 
SS 


4 — 







































~~ ~ 






he Necessity of Divine Teaching. 


our understandings to see and dis-|the man is not able to form an idea of 
cern the things of God. «*The Lord |any object peculiar to that sense. A 
epeneth the eves of the blind, (146)iman born deaf has no idea of 
Vsalm 8) that is, the Lord Christ, /sounds, nora blind man of colours. 
for we read, $5 Isaiah 4, 5, «Say/since then the arts and = sciences 
unto them that are ofa fearful hear! .|treat entirely of the objects of sense, 

how ¢ ‘an they give any ideas of those 





4 


be stroy ass fear not, your God wil: 
come and save you, then the eves of things whic h are not objects of sense? 
the blind shall be opened, for inthat|Pie understanding may be ever so 
lay, (89 fsaiah, 18) shall the deafigreatly enlarged " weit the know- 
car the words of the book, andthe jledgee of the arts and sciences, yet 
eyes of the b} jnd shall see out ofob-|it stands in as much need of divine 
searity and out of darkness. And|leaching, as the mind of the most 
Ged whe wes to come and save us,jignorant peasant. Let matter of 
said, *) ans come alight into the/fact speak to this point. Las there 
world, pm who ~ ep believeth onjnot been a total ignorance of divine 
me, Shonfi wot abide in darkness.”? |things, whenever the light of reve- 

Falien man therefore isin dark {lation has been extinguished? Look 
ress, and cannot see the things of finte the learned ages “of Greece, into 
God. ‘Bue eves of his understand-|the times when Rome was raised to 
iis are in the save condition as his | its highest glory, and was as fa- 
hodi iv eyes would be without light. lmous for its learning as for its con- 
Ile cannot see any spiritual objects, |quests, and you will not find one 
and how then can he come to the;man who can tell you what God is, 
nowledge of them. unless he be|We know from the experience of 
taught them of God?) Has he any|the Greeks and itomans, that arts 
powers or faculties ofhis own which|and sciences never did lead them to 
ean help to enlighten him?  Since|the Knowledge of any spiritual and 
the eves ef his understanding are ‘divine objects; and we are assured 
in darkness, allhis endeavours to/from the testimony of God’s word, 
enlighten them without divine teach-/that they never can. Man in his 
ing. will be like those of a blind|natural state, blinded by sin, and 
man, who only makes his blindeess|under the power of if, cannot at- 
more manifest, the pore he labours|tain to any such knowledge. ‘The 
and strives to give an account of apostle, speaking of the politest 
these objects which he never saw classical age of Rome, says that 
nor felt. they were without understanding, 

But cannot the arts and sciences; that they became vain ino their 
enlighten his blind eyes? No. 'Phoy}imaginations. and their foolish 
cannot help htm. to discover ene heart was darkened. What! was 
single spiritual idea, “Phe arts and | y Without understancing? Was 
sciences treat of the objects  ¢ | 
| 

















ylthe imagination of Virgil vain, val 
sense; to these they are confined.) the heart of Seneca foolish: Yes, 
and cannot get beyond the bound: jin the things cf Gods” for the na- 
of nature. Ht is acertain truth that|tural man receiveth not the things 
all our ideas come fron: sense. We jet the Spirit of God, for they are 
are not able to form an idea of 


to any foolishness unto hims neither can he 
thing, unless it fall under the ob-| Know them. because they are spi- 
servation of some of our senses. | ritually discerned, (1. Cor, 2. 14.) 
If any one of the senses be destrouec', | Yehie he remains a natural man, if 
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is absolutely impossible that he enlightens the Children of God with 
should know them, “neither can hie} saving truth; and subdues the onpo- 
know them.” because he has no!sition which was tn thetr wills to it, 
spiritual discernment, by which) and that enmity which was in their 
alone spiritual objects can be disco-| hearts. From the first moment that 
vered; and therefore he must remain! He awakens them, and epens the 
forever ignorant of them, unless|eyes of their understanding, until 
God should open the eyes of his| He brings them safe to glory. Tke 
understanding. and bring him out of is their teacher. Fle teaches them 
darkness into his marvellous light. ito look upon Sin, as it is in itsell, 
This is a very humbling, but it is) exceedingly sinful. ie alarms the 
areal view of haman natere: and I! conscience, and makes it feel the 
need not have gone to distant ages guilt and danger of sin. Hie leads 
and countries for proof. We have! the humbled and convinced sinner to 
it near enough at home, if men’s; Christ for pardon; He gives him 
pride would let them see its but th eur) faith aul hope, and lave: and by 
pride ArISes chiefly from their igno rgratting him, like a living branch 
rance of it, and helys lo keep them ig-jmto the true vine, euables him to 
norant, Ef they h: aud but a little has | boar much fruit to ‘the glory of God. 


mility, they would discover haw im. | And since every thing “good in him 


perfect their Knowledge is, even ofjcomes from divine teaching, is it 
the tungs about them, and theyinot absolutely necessary that he 


would therefore see the necessity of should be tanght of God? 
them being taught of God, in those [To be continued. 
thongs which are out of the reach of | ines 
their senses. Such are all spirvitua!) From a letter toa Young Lady. 
and divine things, and in these th ey! Whether we reject or ac know ledge 
want divine teaching, and the pro-| the government of te blessed Jesus 
mise is concerning ‘these. 6s All thy yin this world, we shall stand at wn 
children shall be taught of God." judginent seat hereafter. The plea 
In what belongs to the spiritus! that will be adinitted in. behalf of 
world, they are et itively ignorant;| | those, to whom the evangelical 
and they have means of disc overing| idings of a Redeemer were never 
(unless they be taughtof God) what) prociaimed, cannot be urged in favor 
state they are in by nature, and if/of Pagans by choice, who though 
it be astate of guilt and misery, how| born, baptized, and educated in a 
they are to be delivered from it. | Christian country, preferred the 
God has revealed in his Holy|darkness of Deism to the light 
Word, the knowledge of what be-| which shone around them. Whoever 
longs to these two states: but sin! lives where clirvistianity is professed, 
has so blinded men’s understandings.) is by birth a subject of the Lamb of 
and depraved their judgments, that|God. He may renounce his allegi- 
they will not assent to what is re-;ance, he may insult and despise his 
vealed, nor be determined by it, un-| Sovereign; but these frantic acts 
til the Holy Spirit convince them) do not transform him into an alien, 
What they ave by nature, and what| but a rebel. Born under the legisla- 
they may be by grace. Accordingly,| tion of the Gospel, it is against that 
the Scripture declares that the Holy| dispensation that he sins, and it is 
Spirit is the Iuspirer ofevery good,'by that he will be judged. His 
thoughi. aud word, aud work. He yoasted liberty of being free to 
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choose his masier, 
the grave. 


extends only to 
Even if his meral con- 


Extracis. 


ences Of tue Holy Spirit will be able 
tosuppert us. elf any temptation 


duct was such as to suggest hopes of} come wpon us, more (lian is common 


escaping future vengeance, the pe: 
nalty will attach to his principles. 
The gaudy show of benevolence, ine) 
tegrity or liberality. which proceed- 
ed not from the desire of pleasing 
Gaod, and were not offered to him. 


to oe * God will send us, ;T0- 
vided we desire, and endeavour to 
deserve it, mure than common assis- 
tance. 

We are not however to conclude 


from hence, that God will deliver 





with the sweet smelling savour of}us out of temptation withont any 
faith in Christ, only constitute that|trouble on our part. As without Him, 
defective righteousness, which we|wecan do nothing, so neither will He 
are assured will not be accepted by|do any thing withoutus, His grace 
God, from those whom he has calledjis not intended to supersede, but to 
io the knowledge of ws son. It is'co-operate with our own earnest en- 

avours: and the most effectual 





certain that the «infection of man’s! de 
nature” remains in some degree in! method of securing to ourselves the 
us all. The church makes no pre- divine assistance, is to make a speedy 
tensions either to aggregate indi- and vigerous use of all those means 
vidual perfection. She acknowledges, wiih which we are furnished for 
her militant state, and conscious, workirg out our salcation. 
that her members «are beset with so! PORTEUS. 
many and great dangers, that by 
reason of ive frailty of their mortal: Tae province e of reason in respect 
nature, they cannot always stand) to revelation, is first toexamine and 
upright,” she implores such sup-\ decide on, with modesty and caution, 
plies of strength and protection, asi the ileaben by which it is support- 
may carry them through all tempta- ed: to understand and explain the 
tions. ‘Phe Christian’s life is ever; language in which it is conveyed: to 
described as an arduous race, aldiscern, in many things, the excel- 
painful conflict, a day of labour sak lency of the things revealed to us, 
sorrow, a struggle with the powers and to use them as motives, en- 
of darkness. 'couragementsand rules of obedience; 
“and i in things mysterious to bow in 
j humble submission to the divine 
WHATEVER may be the corrup-| teaching, to receive in adoring faith 
tion of our nature, whatever the and love what we cannot compre- 
power of pain to stagger our virtue, bend, to rest satisfied with what is 
or of pleasure to seduce it, it is im-| revealed, and to leave secret things 
possible we can be so formed, or so| to God, to whom alone they belong. 
Situated by a just and good God, as 
to be under an absolute necessity of 
transgressing those laws, which He 
has laid down for the regulation of 
our conduct, We may rest assured 
that He will give us power, citer 
natural, or super natural, to balance 
our defeats. In the common trials 
of our virtue, the common effort- 
ofour nature, and the common influ-' 


——— 


rw. 


+ 


Exctracts. 


Ir God be the treasurer delighted 
in, our hearts will be drawn to Him; 
servile fear makes the soul fly from 
God; sacred love maxes it fly to 
Him. 





_—- —- 


Tuere is but a short space ol 
time granted us, therefore work the 
harder fur Heaven. 











